
Summary of the Visit by Gloria Steinem  
Due to our contract with Ms. Steinem, we were not allowed to record the call or livestream it. 
However, Zoom as an AI assistant that takes notes. Here is a summary of our visit and what topics 
were covered. The summary was created by machine and was lightly edited by Douglas Berger for 
this format. Shawn Meagley hosted the call. 

December 21, 2024, approx. 6 PM EST 

Progress of Women's Rights Discussed 

Gloria Steinem discusses the progress of women's rights and says while there are laws for equal 
pay, there is still a lack of equal parenting and leadership roles for women, as evidenced by no 
female U.S. president. She is working on a book of essays but struggles with deadlines at age 90. 
Steinem says the ideal of a post-patriarchal, post-monotheistic society has not been reached, 
citing the lack of women in top government and religious roles. She expresses concern that the U.S. 
cannot yet be called a true democracy, which is exacerbated by the current presidential 
administration that most of the people on Manhattan Island opposed. 

Storytelling, Technology, and Personal Goals 

Shawn and Gloria discussed the importance of storytelling and the role of technology in facilitating 
communication and change. Gloria emphasized the significance of storytelling in memory and 
understanding, and the need for accuracy in storytelling. She also noted that technology, while 
beneficial, is still largely controlled by decision-makers who may not reflect the daily lives of 
ordinary people. Shawn then asked Gloria about her personal bucket list, to which she responded 
that she wants to write a book of essays. (much laughter) 

Transforming Meeting Spaces and Legacy 

Gloria discussed her plans to transform her Manhattan brownstone into a permanent meeting 
place for people to hold talking circles, aiming to create a more casual and welcoming 
environment. She emphasized the importance of meeting places, citing historical examples such 
as groups surviving under fascism by having a place to meet. Shawn expressed interest in such a 
space, noting the need for comfortable meeting places outside of traditional settings like church 
basements. Gloria also shared her pride in her grandmother, Pauline Perlmutter Steinem, who was 
the first woman elected to the Toledo Public School Board, and how her mother, a journalist, greatly 
admired her. 

Women's Representation in US Government 

Gloria and Shawn discussed the lack of representation of women in the highest oƯices of the US 
government. Gloria suggested that this could be due to the perception of women as a minority 
group, despite being voters. They also touched on the potential for the US to elect a woman as 
President, noting that they are behind several other democracies in this regard. Gloria mentioned 
her experience as a delegate for Shirley Chisholm, a great candidate who could have been a great 
President. They concluded by acknowledging that the US is still working towards achieving a more 



democratic society, referencing the democratic nature of Native American communities before 
European arrival. 

Gloria's Toledo Experiences and Politics 

In the meeting, Shawn and Gloria discussed various topics including Gloria's past experiences in 
Toledo, her thoughts on female presidential candidates, and her departure from Toledo. Gloria 
shared her memories of living in East Toledo and her departure due to her mother's health and the 
unlivable condition of their house. She also mentioned her involvement in the presidential 
campaign of Shirley Chisholm. The conversation ended with Shawn asking if there were any other 
female candidates Gloria felt could run for President. 

Legalization of Prostitution and Exploitation 

Gloria discussed the complexities surrounding the legalization of prostitution, emphasizing the 
need for caution due to its invasive nature and the potential for exploitation. She noted that 
prostitution is currently legal only in Nevada and expressed concern about its focus on a specific 
group. Gloria also highlighted the need to protect all individuals involved in the profession, 
regardless of gender. 

Community Organizers and Local OƯicials 

Gloria was asked if there were any young women and young people and organizers that she 
admires. Gloria mentioned Amy Richards, a great organizer, and asked Shawn to suggest someone 
from his community. Shawn recommended Dr. Michelle Grim, a local elected oƯicial, Erika White, 
and Katie Moline. The conversation ended with Shawn asking if there were any more questions 
before wrapping up. 

Body Invasion in Football Sports 

Shawn and Gloria discussed the issue of body invasion in sports, particularly in football. It was 
pointed out that young men often suƯer from injuries, including brain injuries, while pursuing 
football as a means to higher education. Gloria agreed, recalling her experience at Waite High 
School where sports were a common pathway to higher education for young men. They both 
expressed hope for a future where higher education is accessible to all, regardless of their athletic 
pursuits. 

Gratitude and Virtual Connection Discussion 

Shawn expressed gratitude to Gloria for joining them on a Saturday evening, appreciating the 
opportunity to connect despite the distance. Shawn also mentioned looking forward to Gloria's 
book of essays [more laughter] and the possibility of hosting an event for her in Toledo. Gloria 
reciprocated the sentiment, expressing her pleasure at the virtual meeting and her willingness to 
maintain the connection. Both agreed on the importance of staying in touch and keeping the lines 
of communication open. 

 


